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                        PCSNJ PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

     Dear Members, Officers and 
Friends of PCSNJ. New Year’s 
Greetings to One and All ! 
    While the frenzy of the holidays is 
now passed, the spirit of the season 
lingers.  I say so because of the es-
pecially heartwarming Christmas Ex-
travaganza we had at the Center on 
December 5, 2015, an event that 
was chaired, organized and pro-

duced by our youth and young adults, 
with but mere guidance from the Tito’s 
and Tita’s. Apart from being a great 
success, with an attendance that 
packed the Center, it was moving to 
see all the children - from toddlers to 
teens – so prayerfully reenact the Na-
tivity Scene.  It was particularly poign-
ant to note that the parents of these 
children were themselves the shep-
herds, angels and drummer boys of 
Christmas Extravaganzas past.  It 
was indeed a tribute to the growing 
energy and enthusiasm among our 
younger members and a reassurance 
that yes, our traditions will endure.   

    Since my last address to you in this 
past summer’s Gazette, PCSNJ has 
continued on its educational, cultural 
and charitable mission.  In November, 
we held a Community Health Seminar 
featuring topics on Stroke, Hyperten-
sion and Nutrition. This was preceded 
by the Annual Memorial Service held 
in special remembrance of our de-
ceased PCSNJ members and fami-
lies. In October, the Filipiniana Com-
mittee spearheaded our participation 
in the International Day festivities in 

Voorhees, NJ. This was followed 
by the golf tournament and dinner 
at the Ramblewood Country Club, 
in which 4 Council members were 
sworn in as well to their 2016-2018 
term (Lorelei Laurencio, Steven 
King, Emma Sosa and  Jerome 
Ancheta).  Additionally, members 
(continued on page 7)             

    The PCSNJ choral group which was formed 
since the organization started in mid-‘80’s, has 
been bringing Christmas Holiday cheers to 
homes and institutions by singing Christmas 
songs in English and in Filipino.  Headed by its 
musical director Jojo Jordan, conductors, Are-
lyne Pacho-Ramos and Linda Juliano alter-
nately, the goal of this group is to spread good-
will to others and to raise funds for the mainte-
nance of the Philippine community center and 
other ongoing civic projects. This year’s chair is 
Rose Paulino, a consistent faithful choral mem-
ber, who handled the caroling schedule very 
well. 
    We extend our sincere thanks and gratitude  
(continued on page 7)  

           PCSNJ CHORAL GROUP CAROLS TO HOMES AND INSTITUTIONS 



            Philadelphia Veterans Parade  
Academy and the U.S. Military Acad-
emy at West Point performed a joint 
musical program. The two bands next 
play at the annual Army-Navy football 
game here on Dec. 12. 
    The Filipino veterans were repre-
sented by members of Pvt. Tomas 
Claudio Post 1063  of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States led 
by Post Adjutant Senen Fontanilla, 
Desert Shield Navy veterans Enrico 
Fontanilla and recently retired Navy 
Lt. Commander Noel Fontanilla who 
flew in from Seattle, WA. to join the 
1st Philadelphia Veterans Parade. 
The organizers are planning for a 
bigger and better parade next year.     
By:  
Senn Fontanilla 

After decades of parades for all 
reasons, Philadelphia held its first 
citywide Veterans Parade on Nov. 
8. 2015. 
    With the backing of Congress-
man Bob Brady and City Council 
President Darrell L. Clarke, Brown 
and a committee of about 50 or-
ganizations planned the parade – 
began at noon, Nov. 8, at South 
Broad and Walnut Streets and 
ended at 5th and Market St. 
    Over 175 groups  registered to 
march and 55 vendors related to 
veterans’ needs and benefits set 
up their booths at the end of the 

parade, between Fifth and Sixth and 
Market and Chestnut Streets. Vendors 
helped veterans with all kinds of differ-
ent services, including tax credits, Vet-
erans Administration benefits, and so 
on.  
    The citywide parade highlighted vet-
erans through history, commemorating 
the 70th anniversary of the end of 
World War II, the 50th anniversary of 
the conflict in Vietnam and the 25th 
anniversary of Operation Desert Shield 
in the Persian Gulf. It featured veterans 
of all eras,military units, civic and youth 
groups as well as military and antique 
vehicles. Bands from the U.S. Naval 
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ang tuloy. Translation: Even though the 

procession is long, it will still end up in 

church*. 



2015 PCSNJ Golf Tournament A Successful Fundraiser 

of  Ameriprise. A total of 33 hole 
sponsors gave their support. 
    PCY officers handled the 50/50 
raffle and the silent auction whose 
net proceeds were intended for 
their year-long activities.  They 
were able to raise more than 
$250.00 
    President Liz de Leon, with Co-
chairs Ben and Arelyne  Ramos, 
assistant chairs, Mike de Leon and 
Jonathan Magpantay and the rest 
of the hardworking committee- 
Maria Camaiore, Eileen Pelaez, 
Nap and Linda Juliano, Senen 
Fontanilla, Gloria and Efren 
Salugao, Kharen and Ralph 
Ramos, Willie Halina, John Young, 
Jericho Pacho, Ronald Ramos, 
Isabella and Francesca Lombardo, 
Chelle and Chito Jose wish to 
thank everyone who helped make 
this a very successful event. The 
2015 golf tournament raised about 
$5,720 for the  Philippine Center 
maintenance. 
By: Arelyne Pacho-Ramos, M.D. 

    The PCSNJ 2015 fundraising 
effort for the Philippine Community 
Center was a Golf Tournament 
held October 17, 2015 at Ramble-
wood Country Club in Mt Laurel, 
NJ. The day turned out to be cold 
and windy but 45 determined golf-
ers went to the golf course vying for 
first, second and third places   
    After four and a half hours of 
play,  dinner and program ensued 
at 6 pm and winners were an-
nounced. Third place went to the 
team of Mike de Leon, Jevic Rodis, 
and Ric Mabanta. Second place 
trophies were awarded to the ACT 
Home Health Services team of 
Rolly Calalang, Ed Legarda, Rudy 
Garcia, and EJ Garcia. Finally, first 
place trophies were awarded to the 
team of Brian Altman, Jerry Altman, 
Joe Benischek, and Shawn Kulik. 
Closest to the pin award for women 
went to Arelyne Pacho-Ramos 
while that for men went to Brian 
Altman. Longest drive award for 
men went to Joe Benischek while 
that for women went to Arelyne 

Pacho-Ramos. Due recognition was 
also given to the youngest golfer, 
Joshua Juliano, 13 years old, who 
played with grandparents, and men-
tors, Joe and Olga Melendez.  He is 
the son of life-time member Nate Juli-
ano. 
    The dinner party was not just at-
tended by golfers, but also members 
of PCSNJ who were there to witness 
the induction of new PCSNJ council 
members, Steven King and Emma 
Sosa (two other elected council mem-
bers, Jerry Ancheta and Lorelei Laur-
encio were not able to make it). New 
PCY officers were also sworn in -
  President Jeff Anonuevo, Vice Presi-
dent, Arianna Fontanilla, Secretary 
Joshua Ramos, Treasurer Daniel 
Nable and PRO Rafael Caparas. 
    Cake pops centerpieces designed 
as golf balls added to the festivity. 
These were donated by Kupcake Nut, 
owned by Kharen Ramos.  The event 
was supported by two gold sponsors- 
Maria Camaiore of Prudential and 
Brian Altman of Ameriprise. Bronze 
sponsor was Justin Woelper 
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Misa de Gallo, is on its 24th Year at Christ Our Light Church, Cherry Hill, NJ. PCSNJ Choir and friends assisted dur-

ing the nine-day novena (Dec. 16-24). Photos taken during the last day of misa de gallo Dec. 24th. 

MISA DE GALLO 



FROM PCY TO PCSNJ 

my old self. The young, awkward 
recluse that I was would have 
never guessed that I would learn to 
love something so expressive and 
energetic while building real bonds 
with people I can wholeheartedly 
call a second family. 

    My involvement with PCY and 
PCSNJ facilitated my growth as an 
individual and helped me to realize 
that I am part of a greater whole. 
As I continued to immerse myself 
into my community through dedi-
cating my time and talents, my par-
ticipation in these activities fos-
tered in me invaluable qualities of 
responsibility, leadership, and self-
lessness. I can confidently say that 
these same attributes will be im-
parted to anyone who decides to 
become a part of this esteemed 
community as well. 

    Hi! My 
name is 
John Sosa 
and I am a 
recent 
graduate 
from Rut-
gers Uni-
versity with 

a degree in BS biology applying to 
medical school to become a physi-
cian. I first joined PCY in 2010, 
admittedly with a bit of reluctance. 
However, here I am today, still a 
member of PCSNJ with values I 
will forever carry with me, experi-
ences that I will always cherish, 
and friends that will last a lifetime. 

    In my earlier years with PCY, I 
was initially uncomfortable with 
joining a group of mostly unfamiliar 
faces, but it was a chance for me 
to step out of my comfort zone and 
into a larger, meaningful commu-
nity. Working together with PCY to 
support and eventually lead events 
such as recreational activities or 

fundraisers helped me to develop a 
sense involvement, cooperating with 
others to bring positive change even 
in the smallest ways. Our successes 
as PCY in beautifying our community 
and being able to see what our influ-
ence had accomplished continually 
motivated me to give back to society 
and appreciate the opportunities it 
had given me for personal growth 
and achievement. Being with PCSNJ 
has also allowed me to discover one 
of my greatest passions: dance. The 
ideals and skills that PCSNJ instilled 
into us is the driving force behind the 
creation of our own dance team 
known as MODiFYD, which strives to 
communicate these values and in-
spire others, especially the youth, 
through dance. Our ability to accom-
plish this can be heavily attributed to 
what was we learned through our 
services and contributions to our 
community. This is the prime exam-
ple of how PCSNJ has influenced me 
in a way no other experience of mine 
has, in that I have become so unlike 
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A Message From Jeff Anonuevo: PCY President 2015-2016 

thing that I want to focus on is get-
ting more connections for PCY. I 
think that a great quality of us Filipi-
nos is our desire to help other peo-
ple, and I really want to get PCY in-
volved in more volunteering events. 
Since PCY already has a lot of 
money in its account, I would like to 
stay away from fundraising events, 
but instead, focus on giving back to 
the community. I want different or-
ganizations and groups to be able to 
rely on PCY for help, so that if they 
have any future events or projects, 
they will know who to contact. Before 
I leave PCY, I would like to make 
sure it can grow and become an 
even greater organization. I am go-
ing to try my best to make sure I ac-
complish my goals before this year 
ends. 

    I think that 
ever since join-
ing PCY and 
connecting 
with my local 
Filipino com-
munity, I have 
regained a 
sense of be-
longing, and I 
think that is 
something very 

important to have in life. I moved 
from the Philippines when I was 6 
years old and eventually arrived at 
the United States when I was 9 
after staying 3 years in Ireland. 
That being said, moving and hav-
ing to make new friends and ad-
justing to new areas is not a for-
eign concept to me, and after hav-

ing to move so many times, I felt like 
I didn’t really belong anywhere. It 
wasn’t until around 4 years ago, 
when I reached out to PCY that I was 
finally able to reach out to other Fili-
pinos. Ever since then, I have partici-
pated in various activities that have 
made my bond with the community 
stronger, and I finally feel that I really 
belong here.  
    As current President of PCY, I 
would really like to focus on gaining 
more members for the organization. 
As of right now, the number of mem-
bers in PCY are not as high as it 
should be, and I want to change that 
because there may be other kids 
who are also looking for a sense of 
belonging. It would also ensure that 
PCY would be able to keep going for 
years and years to come. Another 

Proverb #2: Walang naninira sa 
bakal kundi sariling kalawang.  
Translation: Nothing destroys iron 
but its own corrosion*. 



dren's nativity skit and a showcase 
of young talent in the Filipino com-
munity. This year's nativity will fea-
ture Julia Socorro Salugao Lyons 
as Mother Mary, Zachary Nop as 
Joseph, and Bryson Rosero as 
baby Jesus. The play will also have 
its usual slew of roles inviting chil-
dren of the community to celebrate 
the birth of our savior Jesus Christ. 
Those anticipated to share their 
talents include CJ Devera Cornejo, 
Ckysha and Vince Dizon, Joelle 
Jordan, PCSNJ Choir, Jennifer 
Anonuevo, Bella Marie Spina, co-
medic group Haf2Hab, and a spe-
cial number from MODiFYD with 
their newest members. To end the 
joyous occasion, the group is ex-
pecting a special guest to join the 
festivities and hope that the new 
change in leadership does not af-
fect his usual perfect attendance! 

By:  

Noreen Delfin, MODIFYD Organizer 
Chair, PCSNJ Christmas Extrava-
ganza 

    The Modern Filipino Youth 
Dancers, also known as MODi-
FYD, are proud to announce the 
addition of three new members to 
their family! They are Maria Torcu-
las, Arianna Fontanilla (both mem-
bers of PCY), and Jonathan 
Anonuevo, making him one of the 
older members of the group at 24 
years old. In the past year, MODi-
FYD has welcomed Jeff Anonuevo, 
the current PCY president, and 
Ckysha Dizon who is to be 
crowned Miss Maria Clara 2016 in 
late December by FAAPI. Before 
their recent “induction” into the 
group, they have all been closely 
involved in the Filipino community 
often volunteering their time and 
service with PCSNJ. Above all, 
they are considered valuable addi-

tions to the MODiFYD family bringing 
the group to a grand total of 14 
‘brothers and sisters.’ 

    Just recently, MODiFYD was in-
vited to perform at Kirby Asunto’s (a 
renowned local performer known for 
singing Lupang Hinirang at the Pac-
quiao-Bradley match in Las Vegas) 
18th birthday celebration in Jersey 
City. Instead of a typical debut, Kirby 
hosted a small showcase concert to 
raise funds for Bahay Aruga in the 
Philippines. Bahay Aruga is a half-
way house located in Manila, Philip-
pines for pediatric cancer patients 
and their families- an equivalent of 
the US Ronald McDonald House. 
They were shown support by several 
PCSNJ members who were also 
there to represent their organization 
that donated $200 to the cause. 
MODiFYD’s performance was an 
overall success, just as the event 
was, and a perfect reciprocation of 
the support that Kirby and her 
mother, Shirley Asunto, have shown 
to MODiFYD and PCSNJ. 

    The close-knit group of friends 
are also busy organizing the 
PCSNJ's annual Christmas Ex-
travaganza led by MODiFYD 
member and PCSNJ Council 
member, Winchell Delfin. Previ-
ously, the event was successfully 
headed by Chair member Sylvia 
Tagle for the past several years. 
With Tagle's guidance, they are 
following the traditional program 
of the Extravaganza with a chil-
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An Update from MODiFYD 

Photos from the PCSNJ Christmas Extravaganza held at the PCSNJ Center on   
December 5, 2015 featuring children and grandchildren of PCSNJ members.  



             Health Education Seminar at the Center. The Philippine Community of Southern New Jersey Incorpo-
rated, and the University of the Philippines Medical Alumni Society in America (UPMASA) Delaware Valley Chapter 
had its joint Health Education Seminar last November 14, 2015    9:30 am - 1:00 pm at the Philippine Community. 
 Topics discussed and demonstrated were:  

STROKE:  ARE YOU AT  RISK ?  Speaker was Maria Carissa C. Pineda, M.D.  FAHA, Asst. Professor of 
Neurology, Director, Acute Stroke Unit Jefferson Medical Center; Jefferson Medical Center 

HEALTHY AGING WITH POSTURAL CORRECTION.  "It's Never Too Late to Feel Young Again"   Speaker 
was Karene Villaronte, RN,  LAc, DAAPM, Diplomate in Pain Management Consultant, HealthyWays Consulting 

CHOOSING HEALTHY MEALS with Special Tips for Aging Seniors.  Speaker was Lilia Cuenca  RD CDN, 
Consultant Dietician  LIFE Programs  

Penn students at the Center: As part of a cultural activity, Penn students visited the Philippine Community Center 
on Tuesday, October 13, 2015. Past Presidents Nap Juliano and Ruben Alvarez were there to support. The intramu-
ral and the Filipiniana library were in focus and Ruben gave an overview of the history of the organization. 

PCSNJ Educational and Scholarship awardees were honored last August 1, 2015 at the Philippine Community 
Center. Photos show awardees together with PCSNJ officers and committee chairs. 
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to the following home hosts and institutions for 
opening their doors and for their generosity in 
achieving our 2015 goal: 
Cardinal Village, Washington Twp, Ruth & 
Tommy Marcial & Friends, Socorro Wehbe & 
Family, Mommy Vicky Peralta, Lou Molina, Dr. 
Eby & Julie Banas, Drs. Mike & Liz De Leon, Ant-
hony & Katrina Elia, Tess Cando and Vicky Cala-
lang.  
    With laud and gratefulness for sharing their 
time and talent during the caroling season,  
PCSNJ gives thanks and appreciation to the fol-
lowing: 
Musical Director:  Jojo Jordan 
Conductors:  Linda Juliano and Arelyne Pacho 
Ramos 
Caroling Chair: Rose Paulino 
Choir Members: Ruben Alvarez, Nilda Antiquena, 
Cynthia Aragoncillo, Rey and Jingkie Aseron, 
Doming and Aida Camba, Liz de Leon, Willie 
Delfin, Frances Estella, Edwina Jardinico, Chito 
Jose, Joe and Virgie Magana, Jonathan Magpan-
tay, Chel Rodriguez and Sylvia Tagle. 

pitched in selling Boscov’s discount 
cards, which generated easy cash 
for the Senior Citizens Committee. 
Our carolers kept busy all season 
bringing holiday cheer to families 
while raising funds for the Center’s 
upkeep.  

    In commemoration of the second 
anniversary of Typhoon Haiyan, a 
symposium was held on November 
6 at the Philippine Embassy in 
Washington DC, in which major par-
ticipants in the relief effort were 
asked to report on their respective 
projects. Tippin Alvarez, Frances 
Estella and I attended on behalf of 
Eileen Pelaez, chair of the Hilanta-
gaan School Project which was sup-
ported by UPMASA and PCSNJ. 
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 PCSNJ and BLD members at Pope Francis’ Philadelphia visit 

The audience was amazed watching 
the five minute video depicting the 
remarkable journey leading up to the 
reconstruction of the school, and 
more importantly, seeing the effect of 
the rehabilitation effort on the lives of 
these  stricken residents. Thank you 
to the many who contributed to this 
project. 

       Year 2016 looms as a especially 
great year for PCSNJ. Upcoming 
events include the Consulate Out-
reach in March (passport renewal, 
dual citizenship), a barrio fiesta and 
flea market in the spring, PCSNJ elec-
tions and Independence Day festivi-
ties in June, to name a few. Highlight 
of the year will be the Induction of a 
new set of officers led by our young 

Presidents’ Message (continued from page 1) 

PCSNJ Choral Carols Homes  (continued 

from page 1) 

Jonathan Magpantay as the 24th 
President of PCSNJ. This will be on 
August 5, 2016 at Auletto Caterers 
in Deptford, NJ.  Please save the 
date. 

    Let us all be grateful and proud 
as we continue to keep our commit-
ment to the ideals our culture in-
grains in us. Let us continue to nur-
ture our young members and young 
leaders, and acknowledge their vital 
role in our mission to provide a last-
ing legacy for PCSNJ Inc. 

Mabuhay! 
 
Dr. Liz Fong-De Leon 
PCSNJ President  

 

        Line Dancers at the Philippine Community Center 

Proverb #3: Hangga't makitid ang kumot, matu-

tong mamaluktot. Translation: While the blanket 

is short, learn how to bend*. 

*These are literal translations. Figure them out! 
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